
iF home is where 
the heart is, then 
the magniFicent 
guesthouse we 
had the honour 
oF staying at, 
shouLd Be caLLed 
hartFord home. 
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THe HeArT
OF THE HOUSE

Dominique Wolf spends 
an evening in the 
Colonial-styled jewel 
that is Hartford House 
boutique hotel

It’s not every night you get to stay over in 
the home of the last prime minister of 
the Colony of Natal. Hartford House, a 
five-star boutique hotel situated in Mooi 

River in KZN, is one destination that should be 
on everyone’s bucket list. The moment you drive 
up the tree-lined pebbled driveway and through 
the heavy stone-pillared gate, you feel like you’re 
entering a beautiful, peaceful place of serenity.

Hartford House is spectacular in look and 
offering and there is a genuine feeling of coming 
home when you walk into the main house where 
you check in. With the attention that is lavished 
on you, you feel like a long-long family  
member returning.

No detail has gone unnoticed in the 
marvelously decorated guest house; all needs 
and wants are taken care of. Renowned for its 
13 incomparably styled luxury suites, Hartford 
House has decorated each one differently with 
a fusion of colour, style and texture, and it was 
fascinating to see how each suite is put together.

Our guesthouse was an eggshell blue, which 
was calming and cool. The bed had many pillows, 
giving you the feeling of floating in a sea of 
duck feathers. Amenities went over and above 
the complimentary tea and coffee with fruit, 
biscuits, nougat, nuts, real coffee, real milk and 
complimentary sherry made available in the 
sitting area. It was absolute decadence! There is 
something amazing about feeling like you are 
genuinely away and far removed from reality - 
and Hartford House has this down to a fine art.

Sipping dirty martinis on a private patio, 
it was impossible not to be awestruck by the 
height of the blue gum trees that surround the 
property. They looked like they’re touching the 
sky. The gardens are immaculately kept and 
the picturesque view goes on for miles. It’s a 
transfixing experience. With the evenings getting 
rather chilly we moved into the lounge of the 
cottages and lay on the warm heated rugs in front 
of the fire. It was hard not to drift off into blissful 
sleep – but it was too close to dinner time and that 
was something we were definitely not going to 
miss out on! 
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•	 The Hartford Wellness Centre 
•	 Trout and bass fishing, including trophy-

sized fish
•	 Horse-riding 
•	 Personalised trips to the battlefields, 

Drakensberg World Heritage Site, Giant’s 
Castle, Lotheni, Injisuthi and Kamberg 
reserves, as well as the Weenen   
Game Reserve

•	 The historic chapel provides for weddings 
and memorial services

•	 A fully-equipped, small conference facility
•	 Helicopter landing facilities

AT THE HARTFORD 
HOUSE BOUTIQUE 
HOTEL YOU CAN 
ALSO FIND:
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After a glorious bath in an old-
fashioned footed tub, we made our way 
to the lounge area where we were treated 
to a glass of French Champagne and 
browsed through beautiful coffee table 
books and admired gorgeous artworks. 

sipping dirty 
martinis on a 
private patio, it was 
impossiBLe not to 
Be compLeteLy awe-
struck By the height 
oF the BLue gum 
trees that surround 
the property.

The head chef at Hartford House, 
Jackie Cameron, is a legend who 
has made her name as one of the 
top celebrity chefs in South Africa. 
We were about to find out why. Our 
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•	 She is only 30 years old.
•	 She has reached national Top Ten status four 

times in recent years, including Top 10 Eat 
Out, American Express Platinum Fine Dining 
Programme and People’s Choice awards. 

•	 She was voted by South African Tourism as 
one of the Top 10 South African chefs.

•	 Her career so far has taken her to Germany, 
France, Switzerland, Czech Republic, 
Australia, England, Dubai, Shanghai, Spain, 
Copenhagen and Denmark.

•	 Her book, Jackie Cameron Cooks at Home has 
just been published and is on shelves now.

A FEW FACTS ABOUT 
JACKIE CAMERON:

meal consisted of five courses, which 
transcended any taste sensations or 
flavour combinations we have ever 
experienced. A genius at creating 
intricate dishes which are all so 
originally and intricately presented, 
Jackie’s sophisticated fare delighted 
the tastebuds. As each course is served, 
Jackie comes out of the kitchen to 
explain her thinking behind each dish. 
Her passion and creativity can be tasted 
in her work. 

Each course was masterfully paired 
with beautiful wine and we learned 
that Hartford House has one of only ten 
five-star wine lists in South Africa. I can’t 
sing Jackie Cameron’s praises enough; 
she really takes fine dining to another 
level. Needless to say, we fell into our 
beds shortly after dinner. What   
an experience.

With not much time to spare before 
heading home in the morning, we still 
managed to enjoy a gorgeous three-
course breakfast - the menu also craftily 
engineered by Jackie. We left feeling 
amazing but I can safely say that our stay 
at Hartford House was too short. 
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